Joining a select group of approximately 1,000 companies within the European Union, APM Terminals Zeebrugge has been certified as an “Authorized Economic Operator” (AEO) as of July 29.

Established as a means of assuring security in international trade, and in response to the creation of the Customs-Trade Partnership Against Terrorism (C-TPAT) in the United States, AEO Certification, first proposed by the EU in 2005, went into effect on January 1st 2008.  The purpose of the AEO initiative is to enhance EU customs authorities’ and certified businesses’ joint responsibilities for safe and secure cross-border transactions.

There are three categories of certification: Safety and Security, Customs simplification, and a combined certificate. Extensive audits and reviews during the application process certify that EU companies involved in the global supply chain (“economic operators”) are financially strong, in compliance with all customs, safety and security regulations and have proper management structure and procedures in place.

APM Terminals Zeebrugge has been certified in both Safety and Security and Customs simplification. 

As of May, fewer than 950 companies had been awarded AEO Certification by the 27 EU-member nations, with Germany, the Netherlands and Sweden accounting for more than half of the total. APM Terminals Zeebrugge joins approximately 20 Belgian firms with the AEO distinction. An estimated 6,000 applications were received by the EU for AEO certification in 2008.

The benefits of AEO certification include fast-tracking cargoes through customs, and priority over non-AEO certified companies for Customs inspections, as well as recognition by Customs as a reliable partner in the global logistics chain.  

APM Terminals’ customers using the Zeebrugge facility will be able to take advantage of AEO status for speed in cargo movements and electronic notifications on import and export containers. 

In the future, potential reciprocal arrangements with similarly certified US companies would further benefit EU AEOs engaged in the trans-Atlantic trade. 

